
SHS AP Art and Design Portfolios 
There are 3 different portfolios:  

• 2D design: focuses on principles of design 

• Drawing: focuses on mark making 

• 3D: focuses on sculpture and space 
. 
Prerequisites: Art 3 Pre AP in the appropriate area of study (Art 3 PAP Photography, Art 3 PAP 
Drawing, Art 3 PAP Sculpture) 
 
CLASS STRUCTURE 

Due to the breadth of materials, ideas, and skill levels involved in AP Art and Design here at SHS, 

this course is largely self-guided in terms of the projects your will complete. If you require less 

guidance, you can spend the majority of class time working independently so long as you engage 

with the classroom community and are willing to give and receive feedback. If you require more 

guidance and/or structure, then instruction can be modified to accommodate your needs. The aim of 

this flexible guidance and structure schedule is to acknowledge and accommodate for the fact that 

each student has individual needs, but that the class community as a whole can benefit from shared 

experiences and practices. 

CURRICULUM 

In this class you will complete projects that fall largely within two categories: Selected Works and 

Sustained Investigations.  

• Selected Works account for 40% of the AP Portfolio score. You will submit five works total in 

this category for the portfolio, along with a written statement indicating the ideas, materials, 

and processes used in each work. This section focuses on artworks that “demonstrate 

synthesis of materials, processes, and ideas” using 2-D art, 3-D art, or drawing skills 

(depending on the selected area of study). These works do not have to be related in terms of 

theme or medium, but they should reflect a significant degree of planning and be thoughtfully 

and skillfully executed.  

• Sustained Investigations account for 60% of the AP Portfolio score, and focus on artworks 

that demonstrate inquiry though “practice, experimentation, and revision.” You will complete 

and submit an Inquiry Proposal, which will identify the nature of your sustained investigation in 

terms of common themes, materials, ideas, and processes that you will pursue within your 

body of works. You will submit 10-15 works total in this category for the portfolio, along with a 

written statement indicating the ideas/line of questioning, materials, and processes used in 

each work. Each work you submit in this category does not necessarily have to be unique: you 

may, for example, submit images that document process or detail, or in some cases have two 

or three images that document the same artwork in different stages or degrees of detail.  


